
INTERNATIONAL HUMANITIES CHALLENGE

Exploring ideas. Challenging thinking. Connecting the humanities.

Winners and Losers:

Does every change create winners and losers?



What do these two images have in common? 
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The Aral Sea - The Radcliffe Line

The Aral Sea

● Rivers diverted to grow cotton.
● Cotton production increased 

dramatically.
● The sea shrank and fishing communities 

collapsed.
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The Radcliffe Line

● Britain divided India in 1947.

● Millions suddenly found themselves in a new 

country.

● Mass migration and violence followed.

Both decisions aimed to solve a problem.

Both transformed millions of lives.

Were they successes—or failures?



The Winners & Losers Matrix 
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Decision Winners Losers Unexpected 

Consequences

Complete the matrix as a class for the Aral Sea. 



Bangladesh's garment industry has created both opportunities and challenges.

Choose ONE of the newspaper headlines below and write a short newspaper 
article to support that perspective. Use evidence to justify your argument.
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Discussion

Which is more important:

economic growth

or

protecting people?



The Big Question
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The Big Question challenges you to think like a 

humanities scholar.

There is rarely one correct answer. Success comes from 

building a clear argument, supporting it with relevant 

evidence, considering different perspectives, and 

reaching a reasoned judgement.

Remember

This isn't about writing as much as you can. It's about 

organising your best ideas clearly in just 30 minutes.

Show the reader your overall judgement from the very beginning. 

Convince the reader that your judgement is well supported. 

Show the reader that you understand why someone else might 
disagree.

Bring everything together and justify your final judgement. 



Practice question:
Governments should only introduce change when everyone benefits.
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